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THE PRODUCERS 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: September 10, 2018 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Facilitator: Dawn Nelms, President 

President’s Report 
• Dawn welcomed all members to tonight’s meeting. 
• August was a great month for The Producers and a wonderful way to start off the new 

school year.  The two events that The Producers assisted with both turned out to be 
very fun, well-attended events.  The 40th Anniversary Season kick-off party and Fund 
Your Seat Reveal was very successful and better attended than anticipated.  Many 
thanks to Jenny Hughes Riddick for heading up the Fund Your Seat campaign and to 
Roberta Baete for coordinating the hospitality food tables.  Board members were able 
to make a number of good alumni connections through this event.  The Freshman 
Welcome reception was also very successful and well-attended.  Additional thanks to 
Roberta Baete and Melissa Pascua for coordinating the hospitality donations and 
setting up the refreshment tables. 

Special Guest Speaker:  Julie Dingman Evans 
• Julie Dingman Evans was introduced as tonight’s guest speaker.  Ms. Evans is the 

new Department Chair for the Musical Theatre Department.  Ms. Evans provided 
biographical information about herself, which included that she grew up in Louisville 
and graduated from Sacred Heart Academy.  She performed in shows with the Trinity 
Theatre Department under the direction of well-known director Billy Bradford while 
she was in high school.  Ms. Evans holds a BFA in Dance from Western Kentucky 
University and a MFA in Dance from the University of Louisville.  Following her 
education, she lived in New York City for ten years performing in a variety of shows 
and regional theatre and taking numerous classes to enhance her skills.  Ms. Evans 
is very proud of the fact that she obtained her union card within her first 6 month in 
NYC and maintained it for her entire tenure there.  Following a one-year tour where 
she and her husband visited every state in the USA to record individuals who were 
making strides in being environmentally sustainable, Ms. Evans became pregnant.  
She and her husband, who is also a performer, decided that they wanted to raise 
their child in Louisville and moved back to her hometown.  Upon her return to 
Louisville, Ms. Evans became very active in directing and teaching at Stage One.  At a 
trip to a local dog part, she happened to meet a teacher from Noe Middle School who 
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encouraged her to apply to be the new dance instructor.  Ms. Evans was hired into 
this position 5 years ago and has grown to love teaching in middle school, as well as 
continuing her work as a director and choreographer at both Stage One and Noe.  
While working in these capacities, she met Ms. Katie Blackerby and grew to respect 
and admire her greatly.  Ms. Evans had also studied under Ms. Georgette Kleier and 
highly respected her.  So when the opportunity to become the new Musical Theatre 
Instructor and Department Chair presented itself, Ms. Evans applied for the position 
and was hired.  She is thrilled to be teaching Musical Theatre as she feels it 
encompasses more of what she does as a performer than just teaching dance. 

• Ms. Evans stated that she is not new to teaching but is new to teaching students at 
the high school level in a public school setting.  She is working on finalizing her 
lesson plans for the year for all grade levels to ensure that all grades receive the 
most beneficial training for their particular grade. 

• Ms. Evans is thrilled to be teaching the choreography for Legally Blonde using the 
original Broadway choreography.  She is very grateful for The Producers’ financial 
assistance in purchasing the right to this choreography. 

• Ms. Evans stated that she has also utilized some of her departmental budget from 
The Producers to bring in a master tap instructor who is currently teaching a 
worldwide tap repertoire to the student in her tap classes. 

• Ms. Evans has a headshot photographer scheduled to take headshots for the 
Musical Theatre Students next week after school for a very reasonable sitting fee. 

YPAS Administration Representative’s Report 
• Melissa Case also expressed appreciation to The Producers for the two events that 

they assisted with in August.  She was very pleased with the turnout to the 40th 
Anniversary Season Kick-Off and Seat Reveal and saw many unexpected faces in 
attendance. 

• Our Town opens next Friday, September 21st at 7:00 p.m.  Other public performances 
will be September 22, September 28th, and September 29th at 7:00 p.m.  Melissa 
recommends purchasing tickets ahead of time so that you can pick your own seats.  
Melissa will appear on the Wave 3 news broadcast on Monday, September 17th around 
12:30 p.m. to promote Our Town and briefly promote the rest of the season. 

• Departments will begin having fall concerts soon and everyone is encouraged to attend 
and support the students.  The first concert will be the Guitar Department Thursday, 
September 27 at 7:00 p.m.  Other departments will follow with concerts in October.  All 
concert dates and times are posted on the YPAS website. 

Treasurer’s Report 
• Anna Elder was introduced and welcomed as the new Treasurer for The Producers.  

Anna’s daughter is a freshman in the vocal department, and we are thrilled to have 
Anna step up to serve. 
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• Over the next couple of weeks, Anna will work closely with outgoing Treasurer Carl 
Steinmetz to review the finances and current accounting systems to ensure a smooth 
transition.  The Producers sincerely thanks Carl for his service, especially for his 
willingness to continue to serve this year while a new Treasurer was being recruited. 

Vice President-Fundraising 
• Jenny Riddick Hughes started tonight’s report by stating that the Fund Your Seat 

campaign has gone very well and the Seat Reveal event was very successful.  She 
has sold 5 more seats since then and will continue to try to sell additional seats at 
future concerts and shows.  She will be seeking volunteers to help staff a Fund Your 
Seat sales tablet during shows.  There are still approximately 200 more seats to sell. 

• The Sign-Up Genius has gone out via email for the St. James Art Fair parking 
fundraiser.  There are a few more volunteers who signed up at the Freshman 
Welcome Reception to be added.  We have a total of 4 parking lots to park cars at 
and lots of volunteers are still needed to direct cars into parking spots.  Volunteers 
will not be required to actually park cars, only to direct cars into the available spots.  
All funds raised during this event will go into The Producers’ scholarship fund.  The 
potential success of the event will depend on the weather.  Jenny encouraged people 
to volunteer if they haven’t already; it is a good way to meet other parents and for 
students to obtain service hours.  Typical volunteer shifts are 2 hours. 

• The Broadway in Louisville Season Subscription fundraiser is ongoing, but there has 
not been very many subscription sales. 

• The Producers’ continues to raise funds by sponsoring two nights per week of Bingo. 
• Fundraising opportunities will be available through Levy’s Concessions at some point 

in the future.  Levy’s has a new non-profit volunteer coordinator who is still working 
on getting communication and details in place for coordinating volunteer 
opportunities.  In order to volunteer for Levy’s, each volunteer must complete a very 
short online training module.  The recent and unexpected death of Vice President 
John Asher has left many things in disarray at Churchill Downs.  However, we do 
expect that Levy’s will want many volunteers for the Breeders’ Cup and for the week 
of Thanksgiving.  The Producers is still considered a premier volunteer group with 
Levy’s and will be assigned to the upper deck where the adult volunteers will carve 
meat.  Any student volunteers will able to do running as needed.   

Vice President-Membership 
• Dena Sollano reported that 225 students are currently identified as members of The 

Producers.  A total of 55% of YPAS students have representation in the group. 
• Dena plans to email the current membership lists to the department heads to try to 

get them to help encourage additional students to join.  Because The Producers is 
not supplied with a list of all YPAS students, we depend heavily on the Department 
Heads to help us reach students who have yet to join. 
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• Dena will be doing a software demo of a software designed to maintain group 
membership lists and data, which might make record-keeping easier. 

• All members of The Producers should be receiving group emails now.  If you are not 
receiving emails, it may be because your email address on the membership form 
could not be read.  Please contact Dana to update your email address if you aren’t 
receiving emails. 

Communications 
• Jane Walsh reported that the September newsletter has been emailed to all 

members.   
• Social media posts continue, and all members are encouraged to help with 

promoting YPAS and The Producers by sharing posts and tagging people who might 
be interested.  This is a great way to help us get the word out about what is going on. 

• Jane is accepting content for the October newsletters, as well as for social media 
posts.  Next month’s communications will mostly focus on promoting all of the 
various concerts.  Please contact Jane if you have anything you’d like shared or if you 
have any other feedback regarding communications. 

• It was noted that some people may not have received the St. James sign-up genius, 
so Jane will send it out again. 

Hospitality 
• Roberta Baete announced that the next big event is College and Career Day on 

October 26th.  Roberta and co-chair Melissa Pascua will be seeking many food 
donations and volunteers to help with serving breakfast to 120 college 
representatives first thing that morning.  They will also need food and workers to 
serve a small snack reception in the afternoon.  The Sign-Up Genius for this event will 
go out via email on 10/1/18. 

• The Producers’ will be hosting a VIP reception for Legally Blonde and will need more 
food donations and volunteers to help with serving.  The theme of the table will be 
based on the theme of the show.  Roberta and Melissa are seeking ideas for the food 
theme if anyone has any ideas to submit. 

Spirit Wear 
• Co-chair Lindon Coffee stated that spirit wear sales at the Freshman Welcome 

Reception were very strong. 
• The new YPAS sweatpants and decals should arrive this Thursday, September 13, 

2018. 
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Scholarship 
• Glenn Crothers stated that Scholarship Committee members are still needed.  Specifically 

parent representatives from piano, theatre, dance, and band are needed. 
• Glenn encouraged parents of students who are not Seniors to volunteer, as this is a very fun 

committee to work on. 

Manual PTSA 
• Jim Cabral reported that new Manual Principal Darryl Farmer begins this week, while interim 

Principal Kirk Lattimore is departing.  The PTSA has expressed gratitude for Mr. Lattimore’s 
service these past few weeks, and looks forward to working with Mr. Farmer. 

• The PTSA has set up a service where the daily Manual announcements can be emailed to all 
subscribers.  If you are interested in signing up for these daily emails, the link is on the PTSA 
website. 

Department Representatives 
• Jennifer Duran volunteered tonight to serve as the Musical Theatre parent 

representative.   
• Kim Demling volunteered to serve as the Orchestra representative. 
• With these last two representatives, all Department representatives are in place. 

Announcements 
Please consider any board positions that you might be interested in filling for next year.  
Most of the current board members are parents of seniors, and new officers will be needed 
for most positions.  It would be very beneficial to have prospective board members shadow 
this year’s board to learn duties and responsibilities. 

Next Meeting 
Monday, October 15, 2018 

6:30 p.m. 

YPAS Annex, Room 14 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Amy Newkirk, Secretary 

The Producers 


